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Welcome to your pBuzz 
 
 
 
 
This book is designed for non-brass instrument specialists, teaching in a 

Primary School setting. This is mainly aimed at EYFS and Key Stage 1, but 

can also be used in Key Stage 2. 

 

It is designed to give children as young as Reception the chance to learn to 

play a brass instrument, even though the pBuzz is plastic the way you produce 

a sound is exactly the same as any brass instrument. Students will learn and 

perform the five notes on a pBuzz and play some simple tunes. 

 

There are 6 Steps, these may achieved 1 per week or 1 over a number of 

weeks depending on the number of children, the time available and the level 

of the children 
 
 
Accompanying this book is a comprehensive PowerPoint presentation for pBuzz 

containing the music and associated audio tracks.  
 
 
It is expected that the class or instrumental teacher would have a basic 

knowledge of musical terms: notation, pitch,etc. 
 
 
  The aim is that pupils will fulfil all areas of the music curriculum by learning 
to:  
 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes 
 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music  

 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music. 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Overview of Lesson Plan of pBuzz introduction 
 
 

Session 
no. 

Main learning 
objective 

Other learning 
objectives 

 

Learning outcomes 
 

Resources 

 

 
 
 

1 

 
To produce a buzz 
and make a sound 
on the pBuzz 



 To feel a pulse/beat 
 To breathe in and 

out correctly 
 To sing songs together 
 To make a buzzing 

sound through the 
mouthpiece 

 To hold the instrument 
correctly 

 

All children will be able to set up and put away the 

instrument. They will be able to breathe in through 

their mouths and exhale over a number of different 

beats.  

Most children will also be able to buzz through the 

mouthpiece and make a sound through the 

instrument starting and stopping following 

directions from the teacher. 
Some children will be able to control the sound well. 


 Large space –hall or 

large classroom 
 Laptop or PC and Smart 

board or projector to show 
Power point 

 Plastic ruler 
 Teacher Book Step 1 

 

 
 

2 

 
To make a 
controlled sound 
through the 
instrument. 



 To learn the note F 
 To copy 4 beat 

rhythms played by 
the teacher 

 To recognise a crotchet 
 To follow some notes 

on a score 

 

All children will be able to play an F on the pBuzz. 
Most children will be able to play a controlled F and 
follow the notation. 
Some children will be able to play a controlled F and 
read the notation. 



 Large space –hall or 
large classroom 

 Laptop or PC and Smart 
board or projector to 
show Power point 

 Teacher Book Step 2 

 

 
 

3 

 
To play 2 
different notes F 
and G 


 To create simple 4-beat 

rhythms for others to 
copy 

 To recognise 1 beat 
notes (crotchets) and 2 
beat notes (minims) 

 

All children will be able to play an F and G 
Most children will be able to pitch the two notes 
correctly and make up a 4 beat rhythm 
Some children will be able to play F and G with 
accurate pitch, good rhythm and a clear sound. 


 Large space –hall or 

large classroom 
 Laptop or PC and Smart 

board or projector to 
show Power point 

 Teacher Book Step 3 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 

To learn new note A 


 To produce a well- 

controlled sound on 
3 notes 

 To start to move quickly      
and accurately between 
notes 

 

All children will be able to play A, G and F. They 

will be able to move the slide to the correct place 

for each note even if the pitching is inaccurate. 

They will be able to make up simple rhythms on the 

mouthpiece but may not have a steady beat. 
Most children will be able to pitch the three notes 
correctly most of the time. They will be able to 
make up more interesting rhythms and maintain a 
steady beat.  
Some children will be able to play with correct 
rhythm and pitch, they can make up interesting 
rhythms and keep a steady beat. 


 Large space –hall or 

large classroom 
 Laptop or PC and Smart 

board or projector to 
show 
Power point 

 Teacher Book Step 4 

 

 
 
 

5 

 
To play pieces 
using 3 notes 


 To play with good 

posture and hold 
of instrument 

 To hear a little from 
each child. 

 
All children will be able to make a sound through 
the instrument and know where to put the slide 
for the notes taught so far. They will be able to 
play all of the exercises that remain on 1 pitch. 
Most children will also be play all of the 
exercises so far learnt but with the odd mistakes 
and/or poor pitching. 
Some children will be able to play all of the 
pieces so far learnt with accuracy of pitch and 
rhythm. 


 Large space –hall or 

large classroom 
 Laptop or PC and 

Smart board or 
projector to show 
Power point 

 Teacher Book Step 5 

 

 
 
 

6 

 
To learn the 
notes Bb and C 


 To play all notes 

at the correct pitch 
 To recognise from the 

board which note is 

which 
 To move quickly and 

accurately between 
notes 

 
All children will be able to play 5 notes and 
tunes but may make pitch and rhythm 
mistakes 
Most children will be able to play the notes 
and tunes 
with more accurate pitching and correct 
rhythm, read from the board 
Some children will be able to play with accurate 
pitching and a good sound. They will be able to 
recognise quickly the notes from the board 


 Large space –hall or 

large classroom 
 Laptop or PC and Smart 

board or projector to show 
Power point 

 Teacher Book Step 6 



 
 

Step 1 
 
 

Main Learning Objective: 

To produce a buzz and make a sound through a pBuzz 
 

Other Objectives: 
 

 To feel a pulse/beat 

 To breathe in and out correctly 

 To sing songs together 

 To make a buzzing sound through the mouthpiece 

 To hold the instrument correctly 
 
 

Learning outcomes Resources 

 

All children will be able to set up and put away the 
instrument. They will be able to breathe in through their 
mouths and exhale over a number of different beats. 

 
Most children will also be able to buzz through the 
mouthpiece and make a sound through the instrument 
starting and stopping following directions from the teacher. 
 

Some children will be able to control the sound well. 



 Large space –hall or 
large classroom 

 
 Laptop or PC and Smart board 

or projector to show Power 
point 

 
 pBuzz ready to give to 

the children 
 
 Plastic ruler 

 
 
 

Rules of the classroom 
 

Make it clear what is expected of the children, this is normally the same 

as their class rules but you may want to include something about the care 

of the instruments, or not buzzing/playing whilst you are speaking. 
 

I’ m a little Bee 
 

Play the track for the children to listen to, now sing along. 
 
Do the children know how a bee makes its buzzing sound? By flapping its 

wings. 
 
Can the children flap their wings? Explain that sound is made with 

vibrations and travels through the air. 
 
Sing the song again, this time the children can flap their arms to be like a 

Bee. 
 
If you want to further explain vibrations you can use a ruler. Flap the ruler 

rapidly through the air and ask the children to put their hand up when they can 

hear it. You can also vibrate the ruler on a table, this means that the children can 

see the ruler vibrating 



 
 

 

 

 

Buzzing 
 

Explain to the children that when we make a sound on a pBuzz that it is our 

lips that vibrate. 
 
Ask the children to make a mouth shape like they are saying the letter 

‘M’. Then they must blow air through their lips really fast to make them 

vibrate. 

 

Let all of the children try to make a buzzing sound using the mouthpiece. Now 
play I’m a little bee and this time buzz on the mouthpiece instead of 

saying ‘buzz buzz buzz’ 
 
 
 
 

I’ m a Little Duck 
 

Now ask the children to put their mouthpieces into their pBuzz. Show the 

children how to hold the instrument correctly with their left hand at the top 

and the right hand on the slider. 
 
Play I’m a Little Duck. Ask the children to listen the first time, then on the 

second time the children will play a note just like they did when buzzing in the 

‘quack, quack, quack’ parts. 

 

 

Games 

 

At this point it is nice to let the children explore the pBuzz a bit more. Question 

them on what they can see on it. Can they change the notes? How did they do 
it? Look at the colours, what else can they see? 

 

Play a game of ‘Who can play the longest?’ Who won? Why? What did they do 
differently? 

 

Putting it away and closing 

 

Encourage the children to put the instruments away carefully. 

 

Ask the children what they have learnt today? Did they enjoy listening to the 
music? Which part was their favourite?  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Step 2 
 

Main Learning Objective: 

To make a controlled sound through the instrument. 

 
Other objectives: 

 
 To learn the note F 
 To copy 4 beat rhythms played by the teacher 
 To recognise a crotchet 
 To follow some notes on a score 

 

 

 
 

All children will be able to play an F on the 
pBuzz. 

 
Most children will be able to play a 
controlled F and follow the notation. 

 
Some children will be able to play a 
controlled F and read the notation. 



 Large space –hall or large 
classroom 

 
 Laptop or PC and Smart board or 

projector to show Power point 
 
 Teacher Book Step 2 

 
 
 
 
Recap 
 
Recap last week’s lesson, what can the children remember? Do they remember 
how to make a buzz? Can they show you how to hold it? Make sure each child 
has the correct posture and is holding their pBuzz correctly. 
 
I’m a Little Bee/Duck 
 
Play the track for I’m a Little Bee and let the children sing along, can they 
remember when to buzz? How about playing along on their pBuzz? 
 
First Note ‘F’ 
 
Show the children how to extend the pBuzz out all of the way to F. Demonstrate 
the new note. Play ‘Can you copy me?’ Play a rhythm for the children to copy on 
the note F. 
 
Now use the backing track ‘F for First Note’. Listen to the track a couple of 
times. Let the children play along and show them how the notes are written. 
 
Now let the children explore their own rhythms using the track. Dance to the 
track or clap and create something new. 
 
Putting it away and closing 

 

Encourage the children to put the instruments away carefully. 
Ask the children what they have learnt today? Did they enjoy listening to the 

music? Which part was their favourite? 



 
 

Step 3 
 

 

Main Learning Objective: 
To play 2 different notes F and G. 

 
Other objectives: 

 
 To create simple 4-beat rhythms for others to copy 
 To recognise 1 beat notes (crotchets) and 2 beat notes (minims) 

 

 
 

All children will be able to play an F and G 
 
Most children will be able to pitch the two 
notes correctly and make up a 4 beat 
rhythm 

 
Some children will be able to play F and G 
with accurate pitch, good rhythm and a 
clear sound. 



 Large space –hall or large 
classroom 

 

 Laptop or PC and Smart board or 
projector to show Power point 
 

 

 Teacher Book Step 3 

 

Introduction 

 

Use tracks from step 1 and 2 as a whole class warm up.  

 

Copy Me 

 

Revisit the ‘Can you copy me?’ game, this time model to the children how to lead 
it. Choose some volunteers to lead the game, you can use the ‘Just Bounce’ 

backing track to play along to. 

 

New note G 

 

Ask the children if they can find the note G on their slider. What colour is it? Get 
the children to practice moving the slide to the correct position. Demonstrate the 
note, play together.  

 

Listen to the track ‘G for Two’. Show the notation on the PowerPoint and follow 
the notes whilst listening to the track. The music repeats 3 times -  

Repeat as many times as required following the notation on the board. 

 

G and F 

 

Show track ‘G and F’ on the board. Explain what the difference between 2 and 4 
beat notes. How do we know the difference between a G and F? How can the 
children recognize the different notes? 

 

Demonstrate for the children, now it’s their turn. Encourage them to listen to the 
different notes, does theirs sound like yours? Ask them to practice moving 

between the notes.  



 
 

Step 4 

 

 

Main Learning Objective: 
To learn new note A. 

 
Other objectives: 

 
 To produce a well-controlled sound on 3 notes 
 To start to move quickly and accurately between notes 
 To continue to create simple 4 beat rhythms 

 

 
 

All children will be able to play A, G and F. They will be able to 
move the slide to the correct place for each note even if the 
pitching is inaccurate. They will be able to make up simple 
rhythms on the mouthpiece but may not have a steady beat. 

 
Most children will be able to pitch the three notes correctly 
most of the time. They will be able to make up more 
interesting rhythms and maintain a steady beat.  

 

Some children will be able to play with correct rhythm and 
pitch, they can make up interesting rhythms and keep a steady 
beat. 



Large space –hall or 
large classroom 

 
  Laptop or PC and 
Smart board or 
projector to show 

Power point 
 
Teacher Book Step 4 

 

Introduction 

 

Use tracks from step 1 and 2 as a whole class warm up.  

 

Copy Me 

 

Revisit the ‘Can you copy me?’ game. Encourage those who didn’t participate last 

week to have a go, again, use Just Bounce to play along to as this will help them 
to keep a steady beat. 

 

New note A 

 

Ask the children if they can find the note A on their slider. What colour is it? Get 
the children to practice moving the slide to the correct position from the top of 

the slider and how about from the end of the slider. Demonstrate the note, play 
together.  

 

Listen to the track ‘A for Apple’. Show the position of the note on the stave and 
the length of the note on the PowerPoint, what can they tell you about it? Follow 
the notes whilst listening to the track. Repeat as many times as required 

following the notation on the board. 

 

Con 

 

Go over some of the children’s favourite tunes so far, how well do they 
remember them? 



 
 

Step 5 

 

 

Main Learning Objective: 
To play pieces using three notes A, G and F. 

 
Other objectives: 

 
 To produce a well-controlled sound on 3 notes 
 To play with good posture and hold of the instrument 
 To hear a little from everyone 

 

 
 

All children will be able to make a sound through the instrument 
and know where to put the slide for the notes taught so far.  

They will be able to play all of the exercises that remain on 1 
pitch. 

 
Most children will also be play all of the exercises so far learnt 
but with the odd mistakes and/or poor pitching. 
 

Some children will be able to play all of the pieces so far learnt 
with accuracy of pitch and rhythm. 



Large space –hall or 
large classroom 

 
  Laptop or PC and 
Smart board or 
projector to show 

Power point 
 
Teacher Book Step 5 

 

Introduction 

 

Use tracks from step 1 and 2 as a whole class warm up.  

 

Copy Me and Don’t buzz this one back 

 

Choose 5 children to lead the game, they can do it themselves or they can be 
the ‘teacher’ and choose others to help. Introduce a new game ‘Don’t buzz this 
one back’ choose a simple 4 beat rhythm and play it to the children. Tell them 

that each time you play that rhythm that they mustn’t copy you. Play a range of 
4 beat rhythms including the ‘forbidden’ one and each time you play it any 

children who copy are out until you have a winner. 
 

 

A,G and F 

 

Show track ‘A, G and F’ on the board. Do they notice anything familiar about the 

notes? How do we know the difference between the notes? How can the children 
recognize the different notes? 

 

Demonstrate for the children, now it’s their turn. Encourage them to listen to the 
different notes, does theirs sound like yours? Ask them to practice moving 
between the notes.  

 



 
 

This is a good track to assess the children’s sound and ability to move between 
the notes as the only notes used are semi breves.  

 

Hot Cross Buns 

 

The children are going to learn to play Hot Cross Buns on their pBuzz. Ask the 
children who knows the song. Teach the children to sing Hot Cross Buns 

together.  

 

Now show them the notation on the Powerpoint, can they recognize the different 

length notes? Do the notes go up or down? 

 

Ask half of the children to sing while the other try to play, swap over. Can 

everyone play together? 

 

I would envisage that this Step will take more than 1 session, so it would be nice 
for the children to do a mini concert so you can either invite other classes in or 

take the children to another class. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Step 6 

 

 

Main Learning Objective: 
To learn new note Bb and C. 

 
Other objectives: 

 


 To play all notes at the correct pitch 
 To recognise from the 

board which note is which 
 To move quickly and accurately between notes 

 

 
 
All children will be able to play 5 notes and tunes but may 
make pitch and rhythm mistakes 

 
Most children will be able to play the notes and tunes 

with more accurate pitching and correct rhythm, read from 
the board 

 
Some children will be able to play with accurate pitching and a 
good sound. They will be able to recognise quickly the notes 
from the board 



Large space –hall or   
large classroom 

 
Laptop or PC and 
Smart board or 
projector to show 
Power point 
 
Teacher Book Step 6 

 

Introduction 

 

Use tracks from step 1 and 2 as a whole class warm up.  

 

Copy Me and Don’t buzz this one back 

 

Choose 5 children to lead the game, they can do it themselves or they can be 

the ‘teacher’ and choose others to help. Play last session's game ‘Don’t buzz this 

one back’ choose a simple 4 beat rhythm and play it to the children. Tell them 
that each time you play that rhythm that they mustn’t copy you. Play a range of 

4 beat rhythms including the ‘forbidden’ one and each time you play it any 
children who copy are out until you have a winner. 
 

New notes Bb and C 

 

Ask the children which notes they haven’t learned yet, ask them to find them on 

their pBuzz. Demonstrate what a Bb and C sound like. 

 

Show the children ‘Long Notes up and Down’ can the children name the different 
notes? 

 

Play together, check that they are all making a solid sound and trying to 
accurately get each position correct. 

 

 



 
 

Ask the children to play the scale C, Bb, A G F individually. Tell them that you’re 
listening to make sure that they have a good solid sound so you can remind 
them to take a big breath and play confidently. 

 

 

My First 5 Notes 

 

The last piece for our 6 steps is an accumulation of all of the notes that we have 

learned so far. 

Play the piece for the children and demonstrate.  

Play together, practice as many times as needed. 

 

At the end of your ‘Introduction to pBuzz’ it would be great for the children to do 

an assembly for the rest of the school to show what they have learned. Maybe 

they could explain the things that they have done and the notes they have 

learned. 

 

There are some extra resources at the end of the PowerPoint that show how 

different brass instruments are made, these may be a good extra activity for the 

children to show where you can progress to from the pBuzz. 

 

There are more well-known 5 note pieces on www.pbuzz.co.uk/how-to-play/ 

along with backing tracks. The PDF printouts are included in this teacher pack. 

http://www.pbuzz.co.uk/how-to-play/
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